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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Prosecution Application 

1 • The request filed on May 9, 2002 for a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) 
under 37 CFR 1 .53(d) based on parent Application No. 09/284,690 is acceptable and a 
CPA has been established. An action on the CPA follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



the prior art are such that the sub ect mat m a^S^H ^h^. 8 ? Uflht t0 be patented and 
invention was made to a person hSnSnfir T 5 6 been obvious at the time ^ 

3. Claims 2, 4 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Baraldi et al. (4,060,042) in view of Giraud (3,916,806). 

With respect to claims 2 and 17, Baraldi et al. disclose an apparatus for the 

pyrolysis of waste comprising: 

a rotating cell formed of a cylindrical sections (7) and (8) wherein the diameter of 
section (7) is larger than that of section (8) and the two sections are connected by a 
region (6) which extends between the larger diameter (7) and smaller diameter (8) 
sections inherently forming a retaining threshold (defined by applicant as the difference 

in diameter), 

a hopper (10) for charging waste at one end of the rotating cell; 
an ash box (32) at the other end of the rotating cell; and 
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a recovery chimney (39). 

Baraldi et al. do not disclose wherein section (8) of the rotating cell is of a 
truncated conical formation. 

Giraud teaches a similar rotating cell for incineration of refuse wherein an 
incineration chamber, similar to that of section (8) of Baraldi et al., is of a truncated 
conical shape (152). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to select the truncated conical shape of Giraud for the 
shape of the incineration section (8) of Baraldi et al. as it is merely the selection of a 
functionally equivalent chamber shape. 

With respect to claims 16 and 18, Baraldi et al. disclose wherein the connecting 
region (6) is of a conical shape (see figure 1). 

With respect to claim 4, though Baraldi et al. disclose wherein the smaller 
diameter section (8) is for incinerating, Baraldi et al. is silent as to providing means to 
feed combustion air directly into this section. 

Giraud teaches wherein the incineration portion (152) comprises a network of 
nozzles (176) fed via channels (183) distributing combustion air. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide 
the combustion air nozz.es, as taught by Giraud, in the incineration section (8) of Baraldi 
et a., in order to further promote the combustion reaction in the section (8) as required 
by Baraldi et al. 
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No structural limitation has been provided with respect to the amount of air 
inserted and therefore the apparatus as described above can be operated to insert any 
amount of air into the chamber. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Larson et al. (US 6,279,492 B1) is made of record to 
demonstrate the state of the art. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexa A. Doroshenk whose telephone number is 703- 
305-0074. The examiner can norma.ly be reached on Monday - Thursday from 8:30 AM 
- 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by te.ephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marian Knode can be reached on 703-308-431 1 . The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9310 
for regular communications and 703-872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-308- 
0661. 
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